Utica Senior church Basketball League

Bylaws

PREAMBLE:


As this is a Christian Church League, it is expected that all teams and all players enter the league in a spirit of Christian fellowship, sportsmanship, conduct and attitude. This includes conduct before, during and after games. Players violating this spirit are subject to ejection from games and/or disciplinary actions from the league. Teams violating this spirit are subject to expulsion from the league.


Referees are specifically directed to call Technical Fouls for swearing towards a referee or another player. Other general rules of Basketball governing conduct will be strictly enforced.

Fans and spectators are also expected to conduct themselves within this framework and should be encourage to do so by the players and teams.


To minimize League expenses, it is hoped that players will be willing to help with the weekly operation of the league (scoring, timing, scoreboard, gate, etc.). Player willing to help should contact a League officer.

OFFICERS:


Officers shall be:


PRESIDENT - a. Calls and presides at League Meeting. b. Hires and supervises league referees in consultation with the Executive Committee. c. Coordinates scorers, timers and gatekeepers. d. Coordinates with gym facility. e. Enforces League rules and regulations. f. Keeps league statistics for the year. g. Coordinates league all-star game(s) and banquets. h. Coordinates League publicity. i. Delegates the proceeding responsibilities as appropriate.


VICE-PRESIDENT - a. Assumes the duties of the President in his absence. b. Assumes those duties of the President as mutually agreed upon and delegated by the President.


SECRETARY - a. Keeps minutes of League Meetings. b. Coordinates Leagues correspondence and publicity. c. Assumes those duties of the President as mutually agreed upon and delegated by the President.


TREASURER - a. Keeps all League financial records. b. Assumes those duties of the President as mutually agreed upon and delegated by the President.


HISTORIAN - a. Keeps records of League statistics as compiled from previous seasons. b. Keeps league informed about significant team and individual accomplishments from a historical perspective. c. Assumes those duties of the President as mutually agreed upon and delegated by the President.


TEAM REPRESENTITIVES – a. to be defined at future League Meeting b. Assumes those duties of the President as mutually agreed upon and delegated by the President.


Any two of the above offices may be combined for a given season. Officers of the League, plus one representative from each fully paid team, comprise the voting membership of a League Meeting. (quorum 50%)

TEAM ROSTER/PLAYER ELIGIBILITY:


Teams must have at least 8 players and not more than 12 players on their rosters. Players must be added to rosters and appropriate fees paid at least one week before being eligible to play (except first week of season). Players may not be added to the roster after one half of the teams regular season games have been played (except in unusual circumstances such as several players being injured and with the permission of the Executive Committee). To be eligible to play in the playoffs, a player must be present for at least 1/3 of the team’s regular season games. Once removed from roster, players may not be added back on roster until following season.

Members of Churches represented in the league or persons associated with those churches in activities other than sports, are automatically member of their church’s team. Membership or association with a church is subject to verification by the league. One half the Team’s roster must meet the membership rule stated above. The Team must supply a list of Members on Church Letterhead  by the first Saturday in January.


All other players must be assigned to a team by the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee may not assign players to a team if it would exceed the 50% ratio of member/no-member rule. They shall take into account: needs of teams for additional player; teams’ preferences of players; players’ preferences of teams. Players wishing to be assigned to a team will be assigned with former league players who have previously conducted themselves within the spirit of the Preamble and members of local churches not represented in the league given priority. No non-members will be added to a team’s roster after the first official League meeting. 


Players in the League may not be players in any Utica area MUNI League (including but not limited to Utica, Rome and Valley Leagues).


It is the responsibility of each team to monitor its own players with respect to all eligibility

requirements. Teams are subject to forfeiture and fines for any games in which ineligible player has played.

TEAMS AND PLAYER FEE/FINES:


Teams and forfeitures fees will be set each season according to the anticipated expenses of conducting the League. 50% of the team fee is due at the first official League meeting, with the balance due by the first Saturday in January. Teams failing to complete their Team fee obligation will be subject to expulsion. The first League meeting for the year will be accordingly.


The League determines the cost for a “Church League Membership” based on referee and gym cost.


League fees are not refundable or transferable. Forfeiture fees are refundable after the last league function of the season (less fines incurred) or may be left in the treasury to be applied towards next season.


Fines will be incurred out of forfeiture fees as follows: a. $1 per technical foul (team or player); b. Using an ineligible player - $5 per player; c. Forfeiture of a game due to lack of enough player - $10; d. For starting a game with only 4 players ready to play - $10; e. Forfeiture of a game due to unsportsmanlike conduct - $15 if one team is at fault and $10 if both teams are at fault; f. No representation at the All-Star game or Banquet - $5; g. Teams not having number shirts all the same color - $1 per player in violation. h. Teams not manning scorers table (or supplying trained people) $5 on 2nd occurrence and after.


Any team forfeiting all of its forfeiture fee is subject to expulsion from the League. A League Meeting shall be called before their next scheduled game to vote. Minimally, a new forfeiture fee must be paid in full, plus any uncollected fines incurred, before the team can resume play.

PLAYING RULES:


Unless otherwise specified below, current NYS High School Men’s Basketball Rules will be in effect for all games a. Intermission between quarters will be 1 minute, between halves will be 3 minutes; b. Teams will have a 5 minute warm up period before games if games are behind schedule; c. Teams will be allowed to start a game with 4 players with the win/loss to count in the standings but will be fined as previously stated. The short handed team can opt to take the loss as opposed to playing the game; d. There will be a 10 minute grace period from the scheduled game start time before a forfeiture is awarded. e. no dunking (site dependent) when there are safety concerns; f. 1 game automatic suspension following a flagrant disqualification (for example: 2 un-sportsmen T’s, flagrant foul or un-sportsmen behavior) and season suspension on 2nd occurrence; g. Teams can not field less than 4 players on the court (due to fouls, disqualifications, injuries, etc). The game will be called in favor of the other Team; h. When the gym has no shot clock, Team can not hold the ball without trying to score until the last 30 seconds of the period. 
LEAGUE RULES/MILESTONES:


Scoring Champion will be based on playing in half of season’s scheduled games. Free Throw Champion will be based on number of games to equal minimum attempts required.  League will track and record 42 plus game points, 300 plus season points, 1000 plus career points, active top 10 under 1000 career points, active 10 years player. Only regular season games count toward League records.
Tie-breaker 1st – head to head, 2nd – point differential between tied teams, 3rd coin flip. No changing in the gym, more specifically dropping pants or shorts down to underwear. Excluding: switching to tee-shirts or if uniform is already on under street clothes. Penalty to be Team technical foul start of next game (2 free throws and ball goes to other team – same as dunking pre game) second occurrence to be Player technical foul start of next game (2 free throws, ball goes to other team and player starts with 1 foul and 1 technical foul, needing only 4 and 1 more to be disqualified). 3rd occurrence review with Executive Committee. Must be player specific and Team Captain to be notified Prior to.

(bold face print = rule change for 20011-12 season)
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